V \ hat started rather innocently 


as an inquiry from Dr. Robert Tuck Jr., 
Staff Astronomer of the Astronaut Me- 
morial Planetarium and Observatory in 
Cocoa, Florida, blossomed into a major 
international project that caught the at- 
tention of the U.S. State Department. 
By the time my little part of the 
project was finished, I had touched on 
more agents of the bureaucracy that I 
care to touch for the rest of my life. — 


In May 1993, Dr. Tuck was plan- , 


ning for the 1994 World Conference of 
the International Planetary Society (IPS) 
to be held in Cocoa Beach, Florida. One 
of the participants was Dr. Toshiya Kaga, 
Curator of the Tatebayashi Children’s 
Science Exploratorium in Japan. Dr. 
Kaga had informed Dr. Tuck that Ms. 
Chiaki Mukai would be an astronaut on 
the STS-65 shuttle mission scheduled for 
launch coincidentally with the IPS con- 
_ ference and would like special recogni- 
tion of same. Dr. Kaga had also read an 
article by James Brown, “Bring the 
Space Shuttle to your Planetarium,” pub- 
lished in The Planetarian, the proceed- 
ings of the IPS, and asked Dr. Tuck if he 
had any ideas about how Japan could 
participate in some sort of SAREX 
project that would allow the Japanese 
astronaut to communicate with children 
at the museum in Japan. Dr. Kaga had a 
special interest in the possibility since 
he is also known as JQIGOE, a ham 
radio operator himself. 
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rt rpaved v way for STS-65 SAREX Project 


-By Gerry Wentz, Publisher/Editor 


Japanese students anxiously await QSO with their idol and astronaut 
Mukai Chiaki, orbiting the earth in the Shuttle Columbia, July 8, 1994 


Dr. Tuck, not.an amateur radio op- 
erator, contacted me and asked if I could 
provide a “few” answers to Dr. Kaga re- 
garding SAREX and some details about 
the arrangements that were made to have 
Commander Steve Nagel of the Shuttle 
Columbia, talk to his parents and several 
students at a local elementary school in 
the Brevard County area. 

The information that was sent to 
Japan lit the fuse of Dr. Kaga and sud- 
denly we were off in a quest to set up a 


SAREX project for STS-65. My first in- 
quiries naturally were directed to NASA 
at the Cape, only 30 miles from my home. 
I had some acquaintances in the Public 
Affairs offices and hoped that my “con- 
nections” would quickly grease the way 
to an early solution to the problems. I 
soon discovered that because the Cape is 
only concerned with matters of launch, I 
would have to contact the Johnson Space 
Center in Texas. JSC center handles 
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"Milling in Melbourne" Hamfesters mill about the extensive tailgate section 
at the Melbourne Hamfest.(Photo by Bob "Travis" Keagle, KB4NGZ) 


Tech license renewals 


If you hold a Technician class license issued before March 16, 1991, then 
you automatically are a Technician licensee with HF privileges (a “Tech Plus”). 

In some recent instances the FCC has processed the renewal or modifica- 
tion of such a Tech Plus license but has mistakenly issued a “Technician” (no- 
code) license. (Since June 8, 1994, new and renewed Tech Plus licenses have 
been clearly labeled as such). 

If this has happened to you, do the following: 

Write to the FCC, explaining the situation, including your current license 
status, with effective date. Include copies of both your “before” and “after” li- 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 


PLEASE NOTIFY VISUALLY IMPAIRED 
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FLORIDA PHONE NETS Doc Staples (W4SME), Editor 


From DOC, W4SME, NET 
MANAGER, FPTN: And the summer 
rolled on into September with it’s dog 
days, poor propagation but FPTN kept the 
heat on under all burners! During the 
month the Net, on some mornings, expe- 
rienced some of the weirdest conditions 
that could have been dreamed up by the 
greatest of Sci-Fi masters. Net Control 
stations were obliged to use relays in 
Texas, North Carolina, Indiana, New 
England and Star Base Moon to recog- 
nize all of-the stations trying to list traf- 
fic as well as to check into the Net. In 
spite of the constantly decaying condi- 
tions as this cycle reaches it’s nadir, 1146 
stations checked into the Net in thirty 
sessions, working 264 pieces of traffic in 
922 minutes. Although the Net traffic 
count is down from previous sessions, 
September always brings a slowdown in 
activity as traffic sources find scarce pick- 
ings as the summer rolls to a close and 
people are on the move. During the month 
our most reliable, long standing RN5 Li- 
aison, Harris Winston, WA4JDH suc- 
cumbed to the devastating recurrence of 
Cancer. As of this writing, Harris remains 
in the hospital under care with a progno- 
sis which is not favorable. Perhaps a few 
words here should be said about this man 
who served his country in the Navy in 
WW-II, was a success in all that he pur- 
sued in his later life, and could always 
take the time to help those on the many 
Nets in which he was active. For many 
years, you could always count on Harris 
to be on FPTN with his bagfull of traffic 
with the same steady manner of sending 
and receiving. It didn’t make any differ- 
ence if it was AM, SSB or CW, Harris 
had the signature of a master craftsman 
as a traffic handler. Our prayers go with 
you! On a less stressful note and with a 
tip of the Fedora we recognize the thir- 
teen FPTN stations that made the Honor 
Roll for September! They were; K4AJV, 
KQ4AZ, KA4DCA, WA4EIC, N4GMU, 
WNA4IIV, KB4MON, K4RBR, K4SJA, 
WAYVND, KI4 VT, WB4WYG and 
KC4ZHN. During September FPTN rec- 
ognized 181 stations that dropped by, 
checked in and participated in the Net. 
FPTN always welcomes ALL stations 
with or without traffic into Net sessions. 
September is also the last month of my 
tour as FPTN Net Manager. After reliev- 
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ing WB4WYG, affectionately known as 
Admiral Emeritus, and up until I got 
whomped by recurrent cancer, I can’t re- 
member when I have had more fun, en- 
joyed the comraderie of so many very 
wonderful people and received so many 
thoughful notes, cards and wishes while 
doing something that I enjoyed doing so 
much! On to greater achievement under 
the direction of the new Net Manager, 
Bob, WN4IIV. FPTN meets daily at 0655 
on 3940KHz. Start your day the FPTN 
way! 73 es 88’s, DOC, W4SME 


From BOB, KC4ZHEF, Asst. NET 
MANAGER, SEFTN: Rain, Rain, Rain 
will it ever quit? September has been 
nothing but daily downpours in South 
Florida! During the month of September, 
SEFTN had 1183 stations check into the 
Net and-handle 425 pieces of formal traf- 
fic in a total of 1720 minutes during 30 
consecutive sessions. Readers, thats an 
average of 14 messages per session! Good 
work! Frank, W4/PZ1BK became the 
1000th station to check into SEFTN for 
September during the session on the 26th. 
Larry, KE4ESV was NCS for the session 
and Frank you are to be congratulated for 
this accomplishment and your Certificate 
in the mail will be suitable for framing! 
SEFTN marks a milestone of 83 consecu- 
tive months with more than 1000 stations 
checking into the Net! Unfortunately, at 
this writing, the report from Walt; 
W4DWN listing the stations on the Sep- 
tember Honor Roll is not available but 
will be published in another edition. 
Thanks to KD4GR, WA4PFK, WA9VND 
and WB4PAM, the Tuesday evening ~ 
TRAFFIC TIPS” continues to become 
more and more interesting and informa- 
tive each week! Tune in, listen and 
LEARN! Additional copies of the SEFTN 
Traffic Handlers Guide have been printed. 
This is an excellent reference source for 
traffic handling and a copy should be in 
your SHACK! Check into SEFTN any 
evening between 6pm and 7pm local time 
on the Motorola Amateur Radio Club 
Repeater 146.19/79 MHZ and request 
your copy. There are over 80 pages of 
useful information designed for the new- 
comer and as a quick reference for the 
experienced OM. 73 & 88’s, BOB, 
KC4ZHF 


FROM EARL, WX4J, NET 
MANAGER TPTN: Well! September 
has come and gone. I really don’t know 
where it went for it was a busy thirty days. 
With the arrival of October and the be- 
ginning of the fall season, the band con- 
ditions appear to be improving somewhat. 
By the time you read this column condi- 
tions should have almost returned to 
normal(whatever that is?) and the sum- 
mer crashes will be gone and traffic han- 
dling will be fun again. The Net has added 
anew member to it’s roster, Bill, N4VXP 
of Orange Park and we welcome Bill 
aboard and he will provide a valuable 
outlet for our Orange Park/ Mandarin 
traffic. I want to take this time to espe- 
cially thank ALL Net Control Stations 
and Liaisons for all their hard work, made 
more difficult by unstable band 
conditions. The Net still needs additional 
Liaison stations to represent TPTN at 
Florida Medium Speed Net(CW), FAST 
Net(both sessions) and North Florida 
Phone Net.NOW is an excellent time for 
all stations to develop and upgrade their 
traffic handling skills! Working as a Li- 
aison station to TPTN can help you do 
this, and further, it will prepare you for 
the upcoming traffic rush of the Holiday 
season. I am looking particularly for sta- 
tions who previously have not taken an 
active part as a Liaison station and I hope 
to provide these volunteers with an op- 
portunity to take an active part in Net 
operations.Make Spm local time a regu- 
lar spot on your daily calendar to join the 
Tropical Phone and Traffic Net on 
3940KHz. The Net welcomes all stations 
interested in learning how to compose, 
send and receive National Traffic System 
message traffic. Until next month, 73 & 
88’s Earl, WX4J 


FLORIDA CW NETS Ed Roller (K41A), Editor 


QFN. Reported by: Chet, 
AB4XK. The traffic count was down 
from last month no doubt from the band 
conditions. By the time you read this con- 
ditions should be normal. Dick Hill, 
WA4PFK took first place with 50 QNI, 
followed closely by OB, WC4D with 55 
and Miss Phil, KA4FZ] with 53. A spe- 
cial thanks to Ed Roller, K4JA and Ed 
Calloway, N4EC for their generous do- 
nations for postage on the QFN Letter. 
We still need a rep for RN5 Thursday. I 
wish to thank our regular region reps and 
NCS for the good job they are doing. I 
think they deserve mentioning as follows: 
WX4H, K4SLL, KA4FZI, WA4PFK, 
AA4HT, W4KIX, AA4BN, AD4CN, 
N4SS, N4XS, K4ZK, N2WX and K4IA. 
Net Certificates should be out soon. 73, 
Chet. 


QFNS Reported by Laura, 
WA9YVND: Statistics for September: QNI 
300, QTC 124, QND 642. Now when 
you look at the QTC we really look like 
experts but then you see the QND you 
quickly realize we are QFNS, the all 
Florida slow traffic net. If slow is what 
you are, come Join us and train with us. 
If speedy quick is what you are, come join 
us anyway and help train us slowly ones. 
We need all the help we can get and so 
far in the recruiting department I am not 
doing too well. I keep Inviting you all 
but I never hear you - are you bashful? 
Kevin, WV5Z came on and we 


We regret to report the passing o 
he following Florida Amateur Radio 
Operators. Please notify FLORIDA SKIP 
Df any silent keys in your area. 


A4VLX - Lawrence Albrecht, 
Altamonte Springs 


have Rip, AA4HT often, so he Isn’t 
scared. How about you? Come see how 
competent our new NCS trainees are do- 
ing. How about giving them a new call 
to respond to? We like to welcome visi- 
tors so how about you? Look for us every 
night at 3:00 PM on 3715 kHz. 88, Laura. 


Gator Net reported by Dan, 
W4DL. Andy, W4IYT Is doing a video 
at the Dade Radio Club, sponsor of the 
Miami Hamboree at their station, 
W4YVU located at the Museum of Sci- 
ence Chris, N4EKC Is off again Octo- 
ber 29 to January 4. The trip includes 
watching the leaves turn at Gatlinburg 
and ending at his daughters in Ohio. 
Charley, WA4EYU is happy to report his 
XYL’s surgery and tests show a great 
improvement. Dick, N2AOX Is waiting 
to hear from Emory about a medical pro- 
cedure that will help him. Dan, W4DL 
was bragging to a fellow ham about his 
56 year old daughter’s birthday and the 
guy says he felt that way when his num- 
ber one son went on Social Security. Dan 
admits defeat. George, K4JI still has a 
big pile of mail 90% political. Adds in- 
sult to injury by telling W4DL he has a 
son on Social Security. George will be 
off on a reunion October 11 through 14. 
Al and Mae, W3CUL are plagued by poor 
propagation. Mae had a problem and 
ended up in hospital, and also as an out- 
patient. They report the check-in of Har- 
ris, WA4JDH off a long time with che- 


motherapy and radiation - a dedicated 
traffic man. We wish him well. 73, Dan. 

FMSN Reported by Russ, 
KC4ZHN: Well we got through my first 
month as net manager, a new experience 
for me. No major problems were encoun- 
tered and I wish to thank all members for 
their help and patience as this neophyte 
manager gets to know the ropes. We had 
a total of 249 QNI by 23 stations passing 
35 messages. There was only one 100 
percenter this month accomplished by 
WC4D. Thanks for your diligence OB. 
We still need volunteers for QFN rep, and 
if there are any stations waiting to try the 
NCS spot, please give me a call. New 
CW devotees looking for a great bunch 
of operators may drop in when you have 
the time. We are on the air daily at 1730 
local time on 3651 kHz. You will be wel- 
come any evening 73, Russ. 

* 


Arriving home late after a long trip, 
I was pleasantly greeted by a telephone 
call from W4DL delivering a message. 
Presently there are reasonable rates for 
calling long distance in the evening.. A 
call to surrounding towns has dropped to 
12 to 18 cents a minute. Many of the 
messages now are delivered to answer- 
ing machines, and although I give my 
phone number for additional info or a 
reply, seldom does anyone call back. 73, , 
Ed. 


Omar 
WA8FON 
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Traffic Hounds - September 1994 North Florida BBS Totals - Sept. 1994 


-by Rip, AASHT -Dave Sutherland, N4tGMU 
QNI Avg. QTC Avg. Ses. Mgr. QTC/QNI 
SEPA HOS SB ORETS eee Ter CALL —[BUL__—s[PERS [NTS {TOT _| 
QFN 814 13.6 439 AB4XK 0.54 AAARU 
SEFTN 1183 39.4 425 14. KD4GR 0.36 K4GBB_ | 4383 665 19 5067 
SVIN 814 28.1 343 f KD4WDB 0.42 K40ZS 
FPTN 1146 38.2 264 W4SME__ 0.23 peas 7 A ae te oe 
GN 200 67 259 W4DL 1.3 | 
FMTN 483 16.1 256 WAANDA 0.53 Gra CCM wienee es iN 3634 
NFAN 1080 41.5 234 WAANDA 0.22 N4GMU |2515 783 72 3370 
18.9 200 WX4J 0.35 N4GXX |2478 | |1185 10 3673 
LO Matte ET anes N4JTS  |4048 251 19 4318 
28.8 131 6. AD4BL 0.22 . 
10.1 WAOSVND 0.41 NOZO 3688 67," :. 0 3755 
8.3 KC4ZHN_ 0.34 WB4NOD | 2267 901 24 3192 
16.8 K4FQU 0.16 wnallv. |2060 1774 41 3875 
156 5.2 WB4GCK 0.31 | | 
1036 38.4 N4ZDD 0.03 W1FJl 3301 452 41 3794 
20.6 N4ZMQ_ 0.05 WX4J 37 686 664. ~—s«- | 1387 
a Ne slats oe: W4WEB |3301 =| 482 11 3794 
34.8 WB20UK 0.05 
668 KaLTT: “sooo N4ZKF 17901 1785 13 | 9699 
16.7 KD4GR_ 0.08 KK4CQ 
29.1 | KE4GSA 0.02 TOTAL 945 


3/1 ; WA2DXQ 0.01 
12.3 WA4PFK 0 
AVG 


Morse exemption denied 


The FCC has denied a petition that proposed exemptions 
_ from Morse code exams for people age 65 and older. 

Guy A. Matzinger, KB7PNQ, argued in his petition that 
old age results in diminished faculties, and equated those people 
65 and older with the severely disabled in terms of passing a 
CW exam. He proposed the exemption for speeds above 5 WPM. 

The FCC said that similar petitions had been denied in 
the past, because the current Amateur Radio license structure 
was based on “‘’the desires of the amateur service community, ” 
based on thousands of comments on previous petitions. The 


Top Twenty Trafficers - Sept. 1994 


-by WA4PFK and WX4J 
Station Total Station Total 


W3CUL 2798 AA4HT 378 


=" 


WX4H 1382 
W3VR 1144 
WA4PUP_ 788 


K4SCL 352 
WA4PFK 
QD4BL 


2 
3 
4 
a 
6 
ap 
8 
9 


_ 
—) 


WA4NDA 
KB4WBY 
WA9IVND 
KM4DY 
NR2F © 
N4SS 
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686 
584 
551 
ag 
454 
389 


W7AMM 
N4RHJ 
W4DL 
KC4ZHF 
NY1H 
KA4FZI 


Commission also noted that its rules already provide for Morse 
code exemptions for certain recognized disabilities. L 

Matzinger introduced the results of a survey he conducted 
that said 63 percent of those he surveyed supported such an 
exemption. The survey, the FCC said, provided an age profile 
of those surveyed but did not say how many people were sur- 
veyed. 

Although the petition got the usual public notice, the FCC 
said it received no comments on it. 

Matzinger is a 67-year-old Technician class licensee who 
lives in Cheney, Washington. 

-ARRL 


SOUTH FLORIDA BBS TOTALS- Why do Hams come to the Tampa 


SEPTEMBER, 1994 Hamfests? 
by Bill Britton, KB4VOL -by William Holcomb, KC4YTP 


The Amateur Radio Convention (called a Hamfest by 


BBS Tot Msgs many) is an event that combines a flea market, a radio show 
Hd I sed room, classes, social gatherings, new idea expo, amateur test- 

- (TPAIFL) 
K4TKU ing and regional club meetings at one place - at one time. 
KB4GBS Volunteers sped months planning the show that takes 
KB4GCZ place over two or three days. Some conventions are so large 
angen that only a few locations can accommodate them. 
KB4VOL At a recent convention we asked people why they cames: 
KC4CLD To buy 70% 
Hoe Look 16% 

0 

hae Sell 6% : 
KD4GR Forums 3% 
KD4MJV Meet friends 3% 
KD4MZM What’s the best way to see a hamfest? With a friend! While 
pas ee - 78% of those at last year’s show were with a friend, only 5% 
KE2IX . were with a spouse. And, if you’re a ham, bring the hand-held. 
KF40J Only 2 out of nearly 400 hams interviewed did not have an HT 
KI4ZJ on their person. 
Sri Another unique thing about a radio convention was that 
N4CNW ; nearly as many people heard about the show from a friend as 
N4HHP reading it on the mailed-out flyers. 
N4JOA The convention experience is also helped by the “Talk- 
a in’. The Talk-in is an amateur radio station staffed by volun- 
N4ZIQ teers to help guide hams into the convention with minimal de- 
NSAUV lay. If you visit the convention this year, stop by the Talk-in 
W4DPH table and say hello to the locals hams who help out-of-towners 
ee find the hamfest. 
WA2DXQ The convention courtesy staff look out for the safety of 
WA2LKI the convention go-ers and help maintain order. Some of these 
WA4EAA volunteers work 18 hours a day for three days to ensure a suc- 
ae cessful show. 
WB4TEM The convention chairman and staff have arranged the 
WD4DLB -tables and wide aisles for a purpose; hams have a tendency to 
WD4NKZ | stop and talk - right in the middle of a crowded aisle - so the 


Medes wide aisles give you room to keep moving. With the 88,000 


square feet of the Florida Expo Hall, the 400 plus tables and 


WH6AMX = Xcused- 


NTS TOTAL: 930 the commercial dealers will fit comfortably. 
The air-conditioned EXPO hall is also joined by a sepa- 
Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their rate forum area and space for 500 tailgate spaces. The amateur 
reports to N41 GMU @ N4GMU. exams are in the convention hotel minutes away from the show. 
South Florida BBS’s to KB4 VOL @ KB4VOL. Most hamfest tickets are good for both days of a two-day 
Reports MUST be sent on the Ist show. Your 5-dollar ticket is good for 14 hours of shopping, 

covering bbs activity for the previous month. Please classes, fellowship and fun! 

participate! So if you go to hamfests or participate as a volunteer, be 


' careful! You COULD end up being a hamfest junkie. 
73... Bill, KB4 VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet 
Manager South Florida.- 
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A Ee The long summer 
an is now drawing to a 
eam —__=yclose. Our northern 
members will be return- 
ing to Florida to get away from the ice 
and snow which is sure to come. Our 
Florida chapters will now come to life and 
I will need their reports of their meetings 
for this column. The new QCWA Jour- 
nal, I believe is jus great, many fine ar- 
ticles and advertisements, real profes- 
sional, Please advise your secretaries to 
send me reports of your meetings for this 
column. My address is listed in Skip. 
Hernando Chapter 
There were 21 members and guests 
at our September meeting. The food was 
good and conversation tops. VP Jordy 
Freeman, WB2IMO chaired the meeting. 
We are sorry to report that our president 
Marvin Oehring, W2GEN is a silent key. 
We will have our fall picnic at McKethan 
Park on the first Wednesday in Novem- 
ber. We always have a great time and the 
food is excellent. Our compliments to the 
editor of the QCWA Journal Joe Lynch, 
N6CL and his staff for a great job. We 
also noted the fine article on Blanche 
Randles, W4GXZ in the Journal. We hope 
you read Jack Kelleher’s column “FCC 
Highlights”. Jack, W4ZC is our national 
VP writes about keeping an eye on Wash- 


ington doings. There were great pictures — 


of Marv Oehring and Bud Cudney in the 
Journal. We must have some other of our 
members close to that 50 year mark. We 
are looking for a net control for our net. - 
Reported by Eunic, W1OOR. 
Pelican Chapter 

We were saddened to learn that 
Alice Stocky, WA4ZPU became a silent 
key on September 17th. She was the XYL 
of Dave, K4KE. Dave and Alice kept 


QCWA NEWS Eli Nannis (K4JMH), Editor 
Cw, 


W2MM on the air at the last QCWA Na- 
tional Convention last year in St. Peters- 
burg. We are going to have our annual 
picnic at Seminole Lake Park on Novem- 
ber 18th. Other chapters are invited and 
we usually have a good supply of prizes. 
At our October 16th meeting we will have 
an interesting program, a speaker from 
the US Weather service. At the October 
meeting, nominations for 1995 officers 


of our chapter will be held. We have a 


repeater on 145,29 located in St. Peters- 
burg and it is open to all amateurs. At 
our October meeting, the program will 
feature a speaker from NOAA to explain 
the SKY WARN program. - Reported by 
Jay Strom, K9BSL. 
Gator Chapter 

At our meeting on Saturday, Octo- 
ber Ist, we had an excellent attendance 
of 41 members and guests. We are sorry 
to report that Alice Stocky, WA4ZPU 
XYL of Dave K4KE became a silent key 
on September 17th. Don Bice advised of 
the Pelican Picnic which will be held on 
November 16th at Seminole Lake Park. 


It is a catered affair and the food is al- 


ways excellent. There is always a large 
number of prizes. Jay Strom, K9BSL does 
an excellent job in running this picnic 
every year. Harold Johnson, K4GVB just 
had his 65th anniversary. Bill Carpenter, 
N4PEO advised that he and his wife have 
9 grandchildren. Our treasurer had to give 
up the job as he was unable to attend 
meetings for awhile. Don Pice, W4PCO 
was appointed the treasurer until the next 
election. Bill Turner was our treasurer for 
a number of years and he did a very fine 
job however he will still belong to our 
chapter and may be able to attend meets 
in the future. - Reported by Eli Nannis, 
K4JMH. 


Pelicans Cater Chicken 


The Pelican Chapter, #128 of 
QCWA, will host its Annual Catered 
Fried Chicken Picnic on November 16th 
at: Lake Seminole Park, St. Petersburg, 
FL. The picnic will start at 10:30AM and 
last until whenever and will take place in 
Shelter #13. For $7.50 per person, one 
will dine on chicken, scalloped potatoes, 
fresh garden salad, corn on the cob, rolls 


_ with butter, dessert and drink. There will 


be prizes and all the goodies. QCWA 
members and guests are all invited. 

Check-in and directions can be ob- 
tained on QCWA repeater 145.29. For 
further information or tickets, contact J. 
Frederick Strom, K9BSL, Secretary Peli- 
can Chapter #128 by phoning him at 
(813) 822-9107. 


25 Years a Ham? 


Eugene, OR 97401 


Got a question? 
Write: 


159 E. 16th Street 
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OLD TIMERS AND KNIGHTS Bob McDow (W4KOG), Editor 


Knights of the Kilocycle 


3910 Ke. Sunday Morn. 1230Z - 
0730EST 

I missed the net last Sunday morn- 
ing so I’ve been relegated to the bottom 
of the list again. But I’m in good com- 
pany with Jay, K9BSL and Clyde, WI3X 
down there to keep me company. I spent 
the last weekend of September over in 
Tampa at the annual reunion of the AACS 
Alumni Assn. AACS stands for Army 
Airways Communications for the Army 
Air Corps during WWII. Bonnie and I 
had a terrific weekend and got to see a 
lot of the guys we spent a couple of years 
with back in °45 - °47. We do have a 
couple of nets during the week and I get 
to talk to a lot of them but it’s not the 
same as eyeball to eyeball. A good time 
was had by all, but I did lose my place on 
the Sunday morning net. 

The West Palm Beach hamfest is 


coming up in a couple of weeks. It’ll be 


over with by the time you read this, but 
we’re looking forward to it and hope to 


see a lot of you at the event. The WPB 
fest has become one of the premiere op- 
erations in the state and is growing big- 
ger and better every year. 

The big news on the net these days 
is that Dwight Rader, N4POA, who has 
been our Master Oscillator for the last few 
years, has to step down because of job 
commitments. Our faithful member Ernie 
Rattray, KA4BTQ, will step up to fill the 
MO shoes. Congrats and welcome to 
Ernie, and our many thanks to Dwight 
for his service to the Knights of the Kilo- 
cycle. 

A couple of months ago I men- 
tioned that I intended to bow out of this 
column at the end of the year and asked 
for a volunteer to take over. I have had 
no response to my request, in fact I have 
had no reaction of any sort, and so Ill 


say farewell with this issue. I’ve really 
. enjoyed the last five years of bringing you 


this bit each month but I’m out of gas 
and will enjoy taking a break. 30 - Bob, 
W4KOG. 


iN WANTEENEE 


KOTK EDITOR 


Work out of your home, 
part time. Official uniform. 
Florida Skip Staff shirt 
and matching hat. 


Other benefits. 


Vv 


or Call Florida Skip 
1-800-421-3279 


ae 


Historical @vole: 


The roots: of.amateur rodio Gubenieas tan back we 


the First Thanksgiving. where it was first being used. 


COULD YA PLEASE PASS THE GRAVY....OVERI 
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DIGITAL DITHERINGS . Joe Burnham, WD4KAV 


Hello fellow followers of the digi- 
tal flame ! (Well...at least that beats the 
standard “Hello once again” 
greeting....right?). 

Did you know that you can do 
MORE with packet radio than just talk 
(err...type) to another person? Sure, you 
can send bulletins and E-mail via your 
local packet BBS “live”, but how would 
you like to be able to send that latest 
shareware ham program to your friend 
in the next town (or other end of the 
state)? How would you like to be able to 
use your word processor to write a E-mail 
message or bulletin for uploading to your 
packet BBS, correct the spelling, and then 
send it once you're sure you've said what 
you wanted to say? 

Packet BBS software will let you 
do these things with ease. You can also 
transfer FILES and PROGRAMS with 
stand-alone programs too...and we’ll look 
at that, as well as how to UPLOAD and 
DOWNLOAD FILES in more details in 
the next column. 

If you want to DOWNLOAD (re- 
ceive) files or save messages from your 
local packet BBS, you need a terminal 
program that will permit you to capture 
what you see on your screen, and save it 
on your hard or floppy drive. 

All but the most basic terminal pro- 
grams (both those designed for packet, 
and those used for landline BBS’s) offer 
this function, along with a companion 
facility to UPLOAD (send) something 
from YOUR computer to the BBS. 

Some landline based’ programs, 
which will work in a pinch are: 
PROCOMM, QMODEM and LYNC. 
You can find shareware versions of them 
at most hamfests, larger computer stores, 
and often in the ham shack of another 
packeteer. In fact, this last place is prob- 
ably the BEST place to start your search, 
since most anyone who is “into” packet 
in anything more than a very superficial 
way, has at some point seen the need for 
a sophisticated terminal program and has 
scoured the digital landscape for one. 

Packet oriented programs to look 
for are: LAN-LINK, KA-GOLD (or it’s 
PK-232 cousin PK-GOLD), PAKET, and 
one of the earliest, YAPP. 

YAPP is arguably one of the better 
choices for a beginning packet person. 
YAPP is simple to use, has a split screen 


(received and transmitted text appear in 
different parts of the screen), and has 
(wonder of wonders) the “YAPP PROTO- 
COL” which permits you to UPLOAD 
and DOWNLOAD BINARY files (pro- 
grams, pictures, etc.) with all major 
packet BBS software. 

One of the first things to try with 
your new terminal software is to use it to 
send a message you have written “off line” 
(computerese for “prepared it locally on 
your very own PC while NOT connected 
to your packet BBS”). 

First, write the message with your 
favorite word processor. MAKE SURE 
that you SAVE the message as ASCII 
TEXT before you exit your WP program. 
The reason for this is that any word pro- 
cessing programs normally save what you 
write in a special “format” which will 
NOT be understood by your recipient (hu- 
man or BBS) if you try and send it over 
the air. 

To totally automate the process, 
write the message exactly as you would 
if you were doing it “live” while con- 
nected to the BBS. LE... 

SP WD4K AV (this is the “to” line) 
HELLO JOE (This is the “title” line) 

BLAH BLAH BLAH (body of mes- 
sage) 

/ex (this is the line that tells 
the packet BBS you’re through writing 
your masterpiece.) 

(If you want to enter the “SP” line 
and TITLE line live, then just omit them 
from your message text, and enter them 
normally once you connect to the BBS, 
and then follow the procedure below). 

Save your message in ASCII form 
(write down the file name, so you can re- 
fer to it when you UPLOAD the message 
to the packet BBS). 

Now...load your terminal program, 
connect to your BBS, and then UPLOAD 
the message. Once you see the BBS 
“command line” (the string of characters 
usually ending in a “>” mark) you’re 
ready to go into action. Enter the “SP” 
line and “TITLE” line live, if you omit- 
ted them from the message you prepared, 
and then choose the “upload” or “send” 
option from your terminal program. 

You will be asked for the 
FILENAME to send (see why I had you 
write it down earlier?). You will prob- 


ably also need to specify the DIREC- 
TORY that the file is in, so your terminal 
program will know where to find it. 

If your word processor directory is 
called “WP”, and the file was saved as 
“MSG” you would enter “C:\WP\MSG”. 
(Remember DON’T include the quotation 
marks). 

Now, just sit back and watch as your 
message is sent to the BBS! If you in- 
cluded the “SP” and “TITLE” lines, you’ ll 
see the BBS send it’s standard “enter title” 
“enter text” lines too. Once the command 
line appears again, your message has been 
sent, and youre ready to move on to other 
things. 

In case you’re wondering, yes it is 
possible to string together a series of mes- 
sages, and send them all at once to your 
packet BBS. However, it’s best to do this 
only during times of light channel activ- 
ity, and only if you have a GOOD path to 
the BBS (you don’t get disconnected of- 
ten). If the frequency is busy, or if you 
can’t stay connected to the BBS, then best 
stick to sending a single message at a 
time. (It would also be a good idea to 
investigate why you can’t stay connected, 
and possibly find a BBS you can commu- 
nicate more reliably with!). 

Now that you know how to prepare 
your messages ahead of time, you don’t 
have the “luxury” of claiming you “for- 
got how to spell a word” when you’re 
writing a message! You can also take your 
time, polish your thoughts (especially 
important if you’re responding to one of 
those infamous “debate” bulletins, and 
you want to make the originator of that 
message wither before your razor sharp _ 
logic (grin)! 

If you would like a copy of the 
YAPP terminal program (MS-DOS ver- 
sion only), I'll be happy to supply it on 3 
or 5 inch disk, if you send me the follow- 
ing, along with $2.00 for my time and 
effort: 

3 or 5 inch disk Mailer including 
return address label and postage. 

My address is: 

Joe Burnham 
321 Holly Ave. 

Port Saint Lucie, FL 34952 
Tu, J08 
WD4KAV@QWD4KAV#STUFLUSANOAM 
Internet: jburnham@genie.geis.com 
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Students at Tatebayashi await OSO with Astronaut Mukai 
Chiaki from STS-65. Her picture is prominently posted at the 
rear of their "radio shack". 


Common QRP Nets, Freqs, Days and Times 


NET NAME Day 


~ 


Freq 


BC Group (SSB) 3.729 Every Day 


New England QRP 3.855 Monday 


North West QRP 10.123 Monday 


SEN (QRP ARCI) 7:030 Tuesday 


GLN (QRP ARCT) Wednesday 


3.560 


GSN (RP ARCH 


Wednesday 


WSN-80 QRP ARCI) 3,560 Wednesday 


Northeast Illinois 3 3.560 Thursday 


Michigan QRP 3.535 Tuesday 


NEN (QRP ARCI) 7.040 Saturday 


Northwest QRP 7.035 Saturday 


WSN-40 QRP ARCT) 7.040 Saturday 


OK QRP Group 7.060 Sunday 


VE QRP 14.0606 Sunday 


TSCN (QRP ARCI) 28.332 Sunday 


TCN (QRP ARCT) 14.060 Sunday 


Tatebayashi Children’s Science Exploratorium and SAREX — 


The Exploratorium was established in 1991 in the heart 
of Tatebayashi with a mission of promoting scientific aware- 
ness among children and younger adults. With 1500 square 
meters of exhibition space, the Exploratorium has both per- 
manent and changing exhibits emphasizing interactive ap- 
proaches to discovering science. Recent changing exhibits 
featured NASA’s Apollo missions with exhibits of moon rocks 
and Space Tomatoes from the LDEF mission. 

Among notable facilities are its 23 meter diameter plan- 
etarium and astronomical observatory featuring a 20 centi- 
meter reflector. The observatory is not an active research sta- 
tion per se, but an interactive exhibit established for visitors, 
providing hands-on orientation into the world of astronomy. 
The Exploratorium’s central location also provides a conve- 
niently accessible forum for regional scientists and research- 
ers. 
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Astronaut Mukal Chlakl 

Ms. Chiaki was the Payload Specialist assigned to STS- 
65. Ms Chiaki was born in 1952, less than a mile from the 
current site of the Tatebayashi Children’s Science 
Exploratorium. After finishing her basic education in 
Tatebayashi, Ms. Chiaki attended Keio University in Tokyo and 
subsequently became one of the first female astronauts in Japan’s 
fledgling space program. 

Ms. Chiaki was one of the main speakers at the 
Exploratorium’s opening ceremony, in which she shared her 
hopes and aspirations on space exploration with and enthusi- 
astic audience, many of whom were local elementary school 
students. She continues to maintain active correspondence with 
these students, often sending them informative photographs and 
literature having to do with space science. She has been an 
enormously positive role model; not only for the children in 
her hometown, but children through out all of Japan. In many 
ways, Ms. Chiaki is carrying the legacy of Tatebayashi’s pro- 
gressive pro-education past into the next millennium, 


35th ANNUAL 


TROPICAL HAMBOREE: 


AMATEUR RADIO & COMPUTER FAIR 
ARRL HAMFEST OF THE AMERICAS 
FEBRUARY 4 - 5, 1995 


| DADE COUNTY YOUTH FAIR & EXPOSITION CENTER 
yl My S.W. 112 AVENUE & CORAL WAY (S.W. 24 ST.) 
~ en MIAMI, FLORIDA 
e Sponsored by Dade Radio Cluo of Miami, Inc. 


¢ PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES FOR EVERYONE ¢ 200 + EXHIBIT BOOTHS e 800 + INDOOR SWAP TABLES 
e¢ TWO ON-SITE LICENSE EXAM SESSIONS e FIELD CHECKING FOR DXCC AND CQ AWARDS 
¢ INTRODUCTION TO AMATEUR RADIO DISPLAY ¢ INTERNATIONAL AMATEUR RADIO PRESENTATION 
e FORUMS ON FCC, AMSAT, ARRL, QCWA, DXPEDITIONS, ANTENNAS, PACKET, TRAFFIC, ARES 
e ALTERNATE INTEREST PROGRAMS ON CRAFTS, PERSONAL APPEARANCE, HEALTH & NUTRITION 


ON-SITE CAMPING FOR 300 RVs ¢ FREE PARKING FOR 15,000 VEHICLES 


Registration: $5.00 Advance (deadline Jan. 31st) — $7.00 Door 
Campsites: 3 days (Fri., Sat., Sun.) $45.00, 4 days (Thur., Fri., Sat., Sun.) $60.00 
Swap Tables: $25.00 each* plus reg. ticket © Power: $10.00 per user. 
*CALL OR FAX FOR SWAP SPACE AVAILABILITY BEFORE SENDING IN TABLE RESERVATION. 
Prices quoted for tickets, tables & camping include Fla. & Dade Co. tax 


Headquarters Hotel: Miami Airport Marriott - $70.00 Single, Double + Tax. Tel. (305) 649-5000 - Speak Only to Reservation 
Department and MUST mention ‘Tropical Hamboree”’ to get special rate. Deadline Jan. 20, 1995. 
Alternate Hotel: Holiday Inn LeJeune Center - $70.00 Single, Double + Tax 
(Complimentary Drink Coupon upon check-in) — TOLL FREE TEL: 1-800-428-9582. 
Speak to Reservation Dept. and mention ‘‘Tropical Hamboree.’’ Deadline Jan. 20th 


TICKET, CAMP, TABLE PAYMENTS PAYABLE TO: DADE RADIO CLUB OF MIAMI, INC. 
Mail to: Evelyn Gauzens, W4WYR, 2780 N.W. 3 St., Miami, FL 33125-5059 
BOOTH & TABLE INQUIRIES: Call 305-642-4139 or Fax: 305-649-1648 


Astronaut Chiaki Mukai when she served as a Payload Specialist on the STS-65 mission. 
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Japan - Continued from page 1 
things in orbit but arrangements for ex- 
periments originate at NASA in Wash- 
ington. After being shuttled (pun in- 
tended) around a multitude of offices at 
HQ NASA, I was informed that the 
project would have to be coordinated with 
NASDA (the Japanese equivalent of 
NASA) and this involves sensitive inter- 
national relations so I must coordinate the 
project with the State Department. The 
higher I ascended the hierarchy of gov- 
ernment agencies, the more obscure it 
became as to how our project would ever 
get off the ground. 

‘When I presented the information 
to the State Department, I started to get 
the impression that I was suspected of 
involvement in some international con- 
spiracy to undermine Japanese/American 
relations. 

Whether it gave the State Depart- 
ment some reassurance, Ill never know, 
but I referred them to a rather notorious 
agency for whom I worked and who had 
in their possession, a background check 
that probably went back to my second 
previous lifetime. In any case, I ended up 
with a few key names and telephone. num- 
bers, but the project was no further off 
the ground than when I started. 

Meanwhile, back in Japan, Dr. 
Kaga was considering the specifics of 
what he would like to do and anticipat- 
ing the problems that he might encoun- 
ter. Dr. Kaga foresaw many problems in 
communicating directly with the shuttle. 
He said: 1) Ham operations in Japan are 
hampered by Japanese laws restricting 
access and reception priority. Previous 
attempts have been disrupted by interfer- 
ence from ham operators unaware of the 
critical procedures. 2) Restrictions in 
Japan prevent unlicensed students from 
speaking directly to the astronauts. The 
Exploratorium feels that it may be able 
to circumvent restrictions by working 


through an American facility..3) The 


flight path of STS-65 will not include a 
direct path over Japan. 

Since astronaut Mukai Chiaki was 
from Tatebayashi and had been actively 
involved in the operations of the Science 
Exploratorium, Dr. Kaga wanted to have 
Chiaki talk directly to some of her stu- 
dents. While the project was taking form 
nicely in Japan, I was mired in bureau- 
cratic bull here in the United States. 

Finally a contact with the Japanese 
NASDA opened the door a crack and for- 
mal channels of communication between 
the Japanese NASDA and U.S. NASA 
were established. Also, Japan retained 
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NIPPAS, Inc, a New York/Tokyo firm that 
essentially bridges many of the barriers 
inherent in international matters and one 
of the most helpful, language barriers. 
Frequently some of my faxes from Japan 
were misinterpreted or confusing. Much 
to my relief, Mr. Mike Nixon of NIPPAS, 
who was fluent in Japanese and English, 
became the point of contact between U.S. 
and Japan. 

Mr. Nixon began a dialog with 
Frank Bauer of AMSAT and Steve 
Mansfield of the ARRL. Somehow from 
the maze of organizations that were in- 
volved, it was determined that an appli- 
cation submitted by NASDA of Japan 
lacked some critical information that was 
required for approval by NASA. Frank 
Bauer of AMSAT contacted Mr. Nixon 
in January of 1994 with specific instruc- 
tions for Dr. Kaga to resubmit the appli- 
cation with the necessary technical infor- 
mation. 

It was now determined that facili- 
ties for the UPLINK would have to be 
specified and that decision was to be made 
by AMSAT/NASA. The decision was 
under constraints determined by the an- 
ticipated orbit of STS-65. For a time, it 
was thought that the UPLINK would be 
handled locally in Brevard County given 
the previous satisfactory experience dem- 
onstrated by local hams. Also a consid- 
eration was the time zone differences as 
it related to the time the shuttle would 
pass overhead. Complicating this prob- 
lem was the fact that comprehensive live 
coverage of the launch to recovery and 
day-to-day operations of STS-65, espe- 
cially the telebridge would be covered by 
NHK, Japan’s equivalent of PBS or BBC. 
Certainly it wouldn’t be feasible to have 
the students talking to astronaut Chiaki 
at 3AM Japanese time. 

With all the complications and ar- 
rangements attendant to the project, it 
appeared that figuring out where the 
shuttle would be at various times and 
when Ms. Chiaki would be available to 
talk to Japan (in prime time) and where 
the telebridge would be located in the U.S 
was going to be the nagging problem. 

A meeting was arranged by NASA 
Officials at Cape Kennedy between the 
NASA Public Affairs Director; Junji 
Mizorogi, a producer/director for Japan 
Television Workshop NHK in Japan; 
Mike Nixon of NIPPAS: and yours truly, 
to get some clues about optimum times 
for downlinking and a briefing on the 
tules and regulations for NHK live coy- 
erage of the launch. 


NASA rolled out the red carpet 
for our visit, arranging to have it co- 
incide with the launch of STS-60. We 
were guests at the VIP Booth at the 
launch site and after our official meet- 
ing were treated to a chauffeured tour 
of the entire facility including entry to 
many areas restricted to the general 
public. One of the more interesting 
trips was into the facility that was re-. 
furbishing a recently returned shuttle 
and preparing it for future launch. I 
could almost reach out and touch the 
shuttle. The sight of the shuttle 
dwarfed by the immense building was 
one of the most magnificent experi- 
ences of my life. 

Although our meeting with 
NASA was productive and enlighten- 
ing, it was also frustrating. We were 
informed by NASA that orbital ele- 
ments are not really established until 
about a month before launch. We 
would have to make plans based on 
the preliminary orbital elements and 
hope that they basically didn’t change. 

One of the scenarios being pro- 
posed by Japan was ambitious and in 
theory, would have been worthwhile. 
It was proposed to bring a group of 30 
or more of the Japanese youth to the . 
Cape to meet with astronaut Mukai 
Chiaki and later witness the launch. 
They would then proceed to the down- 
link location and talk with her while 
in orbit. It was quickly pointed out by 
NASA, and rightfully so, that despite 
extraordinary safety measures, disas- 
ters like the explosion of Shuttle Chal- 
lenger could occur and the traumatic 
effect on the children would be tremen- 
dous. The bright appeal of the inter- 
national public relations and possible 
publicity of the event blinded all of us 
to reality and consequences of a disas- 
ter. We all concurred that it was a good 
idea but then, a bad idea too.! 

I can’t let my ethereal experi- 
ence erase some of the unpleasant ex- 
periences of our day at the Cape and 
privileged view of the launch. Since 
the launch was scheduled to occur at 
7AM, we were required to be at the 
public affairs office at SAM, which 
required that I get out of bed at 3AM 
after spending a late evening with my 
Japanese friends. Another interesting 
contribution was the frigid tempera- 
ture. When I labored out of bed, the 
temperature was in the thirties and my 


inventory of northern winter clothes 
Continued on page 15 


Japan - Continued from page 14 
had long been extinct. Somewhere I read 
where “layering” was an efficient method 
and having no options, I layered. Upon 


arriving at the VIP bleachers, in total — 


darkness and with no appreciable change 
in the temperature, I found the bleachers 
were made of a metallic substance that 
assumed a temperature at least 20 degrees 
lower than the outside temperature. We 
had a wait of over one hour for launch 
but more importantly for sunrise, which 
might provide some warmth. Mr. 
Mizorogi, not to be inconvenienced by the 
frigid weather, produced a bunch of little 
packets that when activated, mixed a 
bunch of granules that produced heat! 
Although I would have needed a case of 
these little packets to curb my convulsive 
shivering, a few of them warmed my 
hands and face enough to give me reas- 
surance that I would survive certain death 
by freezing. 

Following the meeting at the Cape 
in Florida, most of the planning and ar- 
rangements were coordinated by NASA 
and NASDA. It was finally determined 
to locate the telebridge at Honolulu, Ha- 
waii via DAROME Telecommunications 
in Chicago. 

Countdown "T" minus One 


Week 

On July 2 & 3, 1994, (a week be- 
fore the scheduled launch) the 
Tatebayashi Children’s Science 
Exploratorium was alive with activity. 
The students, taught by Eiichi Harigaya, 
JAIPEV and Hisamoto Kamata, JJIPYD, 
learned about the basics of electricity and 
were briefed on the various aspects of ham 
radio and SAREX. 

English teachers worked with the 
students acquainting them with typical 
conversations and refining their pronun- 
ciation of English words. The students 
rehearsed the anticipated QSO in both 
English and Japanese. Questions were 
formulated, framed and practiced, pre- 
tending that Mukai Chiaki was on the 
other end of their conversation. On July 
3rd, while practicing on a live line to 
Johnson Space Center to check out the 
system, the students were floored when 
they. found that Mukai Chiaki suddenly 
responded to their conversations. Ms. 
Chiaki was still at the Johnson Space 
Center, as are most of the astronauts up 
to a few days before launch. Elated stu- 
dents chatted with Ms. Chiaki in Japa- 
nese and it served to elevate the anticipa- 
tion of the live conversation they would 
have with Chiaki while in orbit. 


We have QSO In 2 hours! 

Despite the best laid plans of mice 
and men and hams and the Japanese, the 
QSO was scheduled to occur at 2AM Ja- 
pan time but nothing would deter the en- 
ergy and determination of the students 
and teachers in Tatebayashi. Around mid- 
night the students and teachers assembled 
at the museum. In the space of an hour, 
over 70 media personnel had arrived rep- 
resenting almost all of Japanese central 
TV, radios and newspapers. The entire 
operation was being covered by NHK, 
TBS, NTV and.other key Tokyo TV or- 
ganizations. 

Standing by in Hawaii was Dr. 
Toshiya Kaga, JAIPEV, curator of the 
Exploratorium, and Dick Flagg, 
WH6CJU. i 

- Contact with the shuttle was estab- 
lished at 0205 (JST) and at 0207 Sachie 
Oka (third grade of Junior High School) 
said, 

“Hello. I am a student of Dr. 
Chiaki’s home school, Sachie Oka. ’'m 
very glad to talk with you. My question 
is, I know a cosmonaut Valentina V. 
Tereshikova said, ‘This is seagull!’ 
Then, how do you express your impres- 
sion? Over.” 

Ms. Chiaki replied, 

“Well, just as I feel like a Tennyo 
(a fairy of Japanese myth) and flying 
over the sky.” 

At 0212 hours (JST), a total of ten 
students were able to talk to astronaut 
Chiaki Mukai in the short space of six 
minutes. 

Unlike the préparations involving 
scores of people, meetings, phone calls, 
and faxes spanning a period of nearly a 
year and a half, it was over in six short 
minutes. But in Japan, there are 10 kids 
who experienced something, however 
brief, that will last them a lifetime. Their 
experience and their excitement was 
shared by the whole country of Japan 
through, the efforts and enthusiasm of 
Junji Mizorogi of Nihon Tele-Work, the 
Japan Television Workshop who became 
my good friend during his brief visit to 
Florida. 

As I reflect on that simple phone 
call I received many months ago from Dr. 
Tuck of the local Planetarium, I’m over- 
whelmed at all that transpired to make 
that six minute QSO possible. 

Was it worth it? In Puccini’s Op- 
era, Madame Butterfly, set in Japan, the 
aria, “Un Bel Di” translates to my feel- 
ings exactly; One fine day. 


The other day I received a letter and 
package from Dr. Kaga in Japan 4 
containing TV videos, newspaper clip- 
pings and assorted other information: 


Dear Mr. Wentz: 

Sorry my letter is late. It was really 
a good success. We couldn't have suc- 
ceeded without your advice to me. 

Basic teams in United States were 
Mr. Frank Bauer at AMSAT and NASA 
Goddard, DAROME Telecommunications 
Chicago, ARRL, Mr. Dick Flagg in Hawaii, 
NASA JSC. The communication started at 
17:03 (UTC) July 13 (2:03 July 14 JST) 
and continued about six minutes. Captain 
Cabana and Chiaki Mukai succeeded in 
talking to ten students in Tatebayashi. All 
the students spoke in the Japanese lan- 
guage with Chiaki and her voice was so 
clear. We used a telebridge through Chi- 
cago on the SAREX project. The radio sta- 
tion was located in the “Sacred Hearts 
Academy” in Honolulu which is a Catholic 
combined girl’s kindergarten and high 
school. They have an amateur radio club 
with a 2m rig with a phone patch. They 
connected the voices between Japan and 
the shuttle Columbia. 

| observed the situations in Sacred 
Hearts while Japanese students talked 
with Chiaki Mukai. In Japan, it was mid- 
night. There is an interesting Japanese 
word, “Ushimitsu-doki” which means - the 
time the ghost wakes up. We pronounce 
the letter “U” of Ushimitsu like “oo” in the 
word “book”. | have called this SAREX 
mission, “Ushimitsu-SAREX”. 

After | talked to you in Florida, | saw 
the ON-TIME launch of STS-65. There 
were over 100 Japanese people at KSC to 
watch the launch. It was a good experi- 
ence for me. 

| really thank you, Mr. Wentz. 


Sincerely, 

Dr. Toshiya Kaga, JQ1GOE 
Curator, Tatebayashi Children’s 
Science Exploratorium 


That, my friends, made my day! 
ger// 
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Ex:rs Amateur Rapio 


2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


OPEN O 
Bas ICOM 
A WEEK | 
‘THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 

HAM EQUIPMENT” 


_ LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & | 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH-FLORIDA!!! 


DISCOUNT 


WEEKLY PRICES! | EquipMENT | 


SPECIALS | S 
| CLOSE-OUT a 
LEN WoSe 
SMa? BUY © SELL * TRADE “"%G 
NATION-WIDE 1-800-780-0103 


(305) ~ (305) 


525-0103 944-3383 


BROWARD DADE Fax 


AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD & VISA 
‘““SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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North Florida News 


MAJOR DIGITAL 
COMMUNICATIONS 
UPGRADE COMING! 


Jacksonville area Amateur radio 
digital enthusiasts will soon have the best 
communications options ever enjoyed in 
Northeast Florida. Through efforts of the 
First Coast Amateur Digital Assn. 
(FICADA), the North Florida Amateur 
Radio Society (NOFARS) and private 
contributors, digital communications is 
being upgraded. PACKET is the major 
focus now. Of interest also is the work 
currently underway to help sponsor a 
10GHz microwave backbone. More news 
about this will be forthcoming. Hot on 
the docket now is the presence of a long 
distance packet system titled 
SEDAN(Southeastern Emergency Digi- 
tal Assn Network). SEDAN has been 
given excellent coverage in CQ Magazine 
as the New Edge of Packet. SEDAN op- 
erates regionwide on 145.77MHz encom- 
passing over 60 packet nodes operating 
in seven states. The intent of SEDAN is 
to handle large volumes of digital traffic 
under emergency conditions. When not 
in an emergency mode, the network func- 
tions as a keyboard-to-keyboard system 
and is used for routine communications. 


NEW CLAY COUNTY 
EMERGENCY 


COORDINATOR 

John Moore, WS5HUQ of Orange 
Park has been named ARRL Emergency 
Coordinator(EC) for Clay county John 
has been active in Amateur Radio in this 
area for many years serving as a Volun- 
teer Examiner, President of the First 
Coast Digital Assn. and extremely active 


Richard Hale 


in all phases of VHF, UHF and SHF com- 
munications. John will be relieving Jerry 
Dunman, NIJIK who has served as EC 
for Clay County for the past two years. 
Jerry will be retiring from the US Navy 
after 20 years of service and will move to 
Alabama. 


Amateur Radlo Classes to 


start In Jacksonville 

Entry level classes for those wish- 
ing to earn their TECHNICIAN CLASS 
AMATEUR RADIO LICENSE began on 
Monday October 3rd at Memorial Hospi- 
tal located on University Blvd. The class- 
room will be the conference room in the 
energy plant. For further information call 
Brian or Sue Morris at 904-398-5444, 


FCC has toll free 


information number 

The FCC Gettysburg license pro- 
cessing office now has a TOLL FREE 
number. This automated information sys- 
tem is a selection of prerecorded messages 
and the service is available weekdays from 
8am to 4:30pm at 1-800-322-1117 


ASSISTANT DISTRICT 
EMERGENCY 
COORDINATORS 
NAMED | 


To assist with Amateur Radio emer- 
gency communications by overseeing spe- 
cific phases of emergency preparedness 
is the purpose of Assistant DEC’s. The 
Florida Crown district ARES encom- 
passes DUVAL, CLAY, BAKER, 
NASSAU, PUTNAM, BRADFORD and 
St. JOHNS counties. Steve Barber, WA4B 


Amateur * CB 
Radio Tubes 


THE TUBE MAN 


Electronic Tubes 


was appointed Assistant DEC(ADEC) for 
district packet and digital communica- 
tions. Ray Barnes, AB4XA is ADEC in 
charge of voice gateway stations(those 
HF/VHF dual stations which communi- 
cate with DEM in Tallahassee). Brian 
Morris, KC4ZGH is ADEC for Planning 
and Willy Wilhite is ADEC for Admin- 
istration. 
-NOFARS Balanced Modulator 


Orange Park Amateur 


Radio Club News 


The regular OPARC monthly meet- 
ing is held at Moosehaven on the third 
Thursday of each month. All guests are 
welcome and the talk-in frequency is 
146.67MHz or 444.50MHz.OPARC 
members recently provided communica- 
tions for Multiple Sclerosis MS-150 bike 
tour from Keystone Heights to Ocala’s 
Silver Springs. Eighteen Amateur opera- 
tors worked rest stops, check points, rode 
ambulances with the Doctors, drove cars 
and rode motorcycles. During the tour 
Amateur Radio was used to dispatch 
medical teams during several unfortunate 
mishaps. 

(all info taken from OPARC 
SPARK) 


North Florida DX Assn 
members plan 
DXpedition! — 3 ; 
Eight members of NFDXA are fu- 
riously making plans for CQWW-94. 


‘Once again the group has elected to re- 


turn to the island of Provodentiales and 
this time set up a multi-single station on 
Leeward Point. VPSY will be the call used 
during the contest. 


902 Lothian Dr. 
Tallahassee, FL 32312 
904 386-2729 Phone 


904 386-2560 Fax 
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OKEECHOBEE 
HAMFEST 


DECEMBER 3, 1994 


- Okeechobee, Florida 


At the OKEECHOBEE AGRICULTURAL 
CENTER BUILDING located 
1.5 miles north of the intersectian of U.S. 
Highway 441 and S.R. 70° 


SWAP TABLES . 
Testing 10:00 a.m. (ARRL) 
site: Okee Rehab Center | co pecs om 
403 N.W. 2nd Ave. Swap Table Inside $12.00 
(directions on talk in or at the front gate) Under Roof Outside $10.00 
| Outdoor Tailgate NC 
Talk-in 147. 195/.795 (must have general admission ticket) 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. en eal sdtonal a 
Registrations received after 11/15 will be held 
at the front gate.. | 
REGISTRATION FORM 
send SASE to: OARC P.O.BOX 368 
OKEECHOBEE, FL. 34973-0368 
make check payable to: 
Okeechobee Amauter Radio Club 
name ! ni callsign, 
street , 
i, A a me ee 8 Re 


facts is ee a Ed Vee 
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Anytime Amateur Radio operators 
get together lately, you hear comments 
about propagation. HF operators have 
had a wide variety of band openings and 
closings often at most inopportune mo- 
ments. We all have had our adventures 
with skip on 2M. 

I was trying to connect via HF with 
a Special Events contact in Mobile, AL. 
I had no luck. I could hear him but he 
couldn’t hear me well enough to get my 
full call sign much less to complete a con- 
tact. Another station, with good copy on 
both of us, offered to relay and tried to 
relay my call sign. He couldn’t get 
through either. 

It just so happened that my 2M ra- 
dio was turned on and I heard someone 
say that Mobile was having a special 
event, and that he had heard their 2m sta- 
tion making contacts. 

When he mentioned the frequency, 
I switched over to listen in. I found their 
signal quite strong. I monitored the sta- 
tion and found that they were operating 
simplex! After continuing to try to reach 
the station on HF, I had no luck at all. I 
picked up the 2M mike and gave the sta- 
tion a call and I got a strong, clear re- 
sponse. Long 2M skip gave me the Spe- 
cial Event that I wanted. 

October has been a month marked 
by solar flare activity. This solar activity 
plays havoc with HF bands and with no 
warning in many cases. I remember one 
day my wife and I were on an Army 
MARS net. Traffic was being passed and 
everything was moving along in the text- 
book manner when all of a 
sudden...silence. In fact there was noth- 
ing but very loud silence. Not even the 
usual static or atmospheric noise was 
present. We looked at each other puzzled 
for a moment or two before we started to 
check out the radio and the connections 
indoors and out. We even looked at the 
dipole antenna carefully through binocu- 
lars. NOTHING! Time on the clock 
showed almost five minutes before voices 


started to be heard. Whistles, hums, and 
all kinds of test noises were heard as all 
the other net members checked their 
equipment out just as we had. My thought 
was that the average blood pressure level 
of the net members during that 5 min- 
utes must have gone sky-high. When we 
all got back on the air we were all laugh- 
ing at the fact that we had all done a ra- 
dio station check in those 5 minutes. 

Years ago, Congress tried to pass a 
bill that would round off the never-end- 
ing, none-repeating numbers in pi. 
Maybe we should seek their help on this 
situation. On second thought, it will be 
cheaper if we let that idea drop. 

We will just have to wait till mother 
nature decides to turn off the solar flares 
and get the bands back to “normal”. 

Hamfest sponsors are again work- 
ing hard on upcoming evel Pensacola 
(February 11) and Ft Waiton Beach 
(March 18 & 19) will round out the up- 
coming Panhandle Hamfest season. It is 
interesting to note that clubs in the Pan- 
handle are running Tail Gate parties. 
They are a combination of social event 
and shopping event. Some very good 
items turn up and everyone has good con- 
versation along with their coffee or soda. 

Many of the people up here visit 
out of state Hamfests. Mobile, AL (Oc- 
tober 29th) is very popular and it is like 
old home week. Montgomery, AL (No- 
vember 12th) is well attended. Dothan, 
AL (December 3rd) will be great for 
Christmas shoppers. HAMS from all over 
the Panhandle will meet to chew the fat, 
compare notes and tie faces to call signs. 

Anyway, committees are at work all 
over. Many of these teams have been pre- 
paring for many months. It doesn’t mat- 
ter if it is a big show like Orlando (Feb- 
ruary 18-19) or if it is a tailgate get to- 
gether, people are involved and working 
to get the best for their own show. 

If you have been reading some of 
the articles concerning Ham Radio you 


VIEW FROM THE PANHANDLE "Matt" Matthew, KC4RKJ 


will note that some groups are working 
to change license requirements. An Aus- 
tralian group points out that CW is no 
longer being used for emergency commu- 
nications by ships at sea, etc. They ques- 
tion why Amateurs should be required to 
take a Morse code test. They feel that it 
is the only mode that is being tested. It is 
their view that we should test more on 
digital modes such as Packet, RTTY or 
Pactor if a test of any particular mode 
should be held at all. This group points 
out that they have no intention of doing 
away with Morse code. They feel that it 
should be an option just like the other 
modes. I am sure that many of you will 
have your own opinions on the topic. 

I have had the opportunity to talk 
to a few Radio Officers on board ship and, 
even to an inexperienced eye, the radio 
room on board ship has changed. It still 
has radios but the operation looks more 
like a packet operation. Computer key- 
boards and printers are very much in evi- 
dence. Even the bridge has a backup for 
navigation. It is however an officer who 
double checks periodically the positions 
given by navigation satellites. The old- 
fashioned navigation methods are no- 
where near as accurate. The satellite po- 
sition is accurate to 3 feet. That is no 
misprint it is 3 feet. That is hard to beat. 

I hope everyone will get involved 
in the Army MARS sponsored OPERA- 
TION: HOLIDAYS especially since we 
have troops deployed in Haiti and Kuwait. 
The holidays involved include Thanks- 
giving, Christmas, and New Years. Many 
civilian as well as military families and 
friends are separated at this time of year. 
All Amateurs are asked to encourage the 
sending of radio messages to and from 
all families and loved ones for the three 
holidays coming up. Details will be avail- 
able on civilian packet and in this next 
column and in the “Army MARS Report” 
column in this publication. Have a great 
and safe month. 73 
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(407) 567-3423 


ALUMA TOWER COMPANY, INC. 
1639 OLD DIXIE’HIGHWAY 
P.O. BOX 2806 
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32961-2806 
FAX #407-567-3432 


VENECOM, INC. 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
WE REPAIR ALL KIND OF HF - VHF - UHF - CB 


4603 S.W. 71 Avenue Tel. (305) 669-9031 
Miami, Florida 33155 Fax (305) 669-9032 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLO HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


W4PLM 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: 305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
642-4139 


1322 Gillott St. N.W. 
Palm Bay, FL. 32907 


PLUS 


—& T-SHIRTS 
—& GOLF SHIRTS 


—= HATS 1-800-935-PLUS 


_| —-® APRONS (7587) 


—= TOWELS 
—> KEY CHAINS IMPRINTED SPORTSWEAR AND AD SPECIALTIES 
—P PENCILS Etc... | aye PRINT ON ALMOST ANYINING” 


KC4FAD @) fa V 


BARAY GEE Fn ecrnoncs BEN nui 


503 MAIN ST. - 106A 
P.O. BOX 330 - 
CRAWFORD, GA 30630 
PH/FAX 706-743-3344 


AZDEN/KDK REPAIR SPECIALISTS 
BUY, SELL OR TRADE NEW & USED AZDEN 


WE SELL POWER SUPPLIES, ANTENNAS & ACCESSORIES 


SERVICE 


KENWOOD . = 
AUTHORIZED 
SERVICE CENTER 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


We have been servicing amateur radios reliably and economically on a 
national basis for 14 years. We also sell hi-quality state-of-the-art 8 & 10 
pole crystal filters, and specific upgrade kits for Icom, Kenwood and Yaesu 


products. 
INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 


3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
(407) 489-5609 FAX No. (407) 464-6386 


UBA.b. 
ronatt vous REAL ESTATE neeos Ahm singin fer mah dinner 
COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIOENTIAL © INDUSTRIAL os : in a big em ty space. 
MARK ROSNER ¢ N4BDZ 4 Fer 75 bucks 

BROKFA ~ ASSOCIATE ~ I'll give you mali place. 
1-800-346-3859 3 

(305) 921-6610 

(305) 923-3333 


1905 Hollywood Blvd. it 
1905 Holiihosd sie. ara 


398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


id fe | F 
| Surgery _ FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
eee ; DIRECTOR, SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 


O. E. OLSEN, M. D. of th t e Eye AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 
OPHTHALMOLOGY 
W4GES 


2108 North Orange Avenue 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 32804 


(407) 898-1221 Optical (407) 898-1901 


323 ELLIOTT ROAD, SE 
FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32548 


0 GT- PHONE: (904) 244-5425 
_< MCI MAIL: 311-3659 
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7890 N.W. 55th Street 
Miami, FL 33166 
(305) 592-0048 


Banners 


SPEEDWAY 
License Plates, 


‘Car & Truck Lettering hasten 
Sherril Zuckerman, KC4WZS 

Dan Wa9G SIGNS 

Louls, KD4HRD 


NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ELECTRONIC CABLE e CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES 


12240 NE 14th Ave. 
N. Miami, FL 33161 
Tel. (305) 899-0900 
Fax (305) 895-8178 


BENJAMIN L. NEMSER 
President 


TEST EQUIPRRENT, COMPOMERTS & COMPUTER EQUIPAUENT 


ASTRO TOO 


Surplus/Electronics Equipment 
(407) 253-3371 


2854 Sarno Road - Melbourne Fl 32935 


| Amateur Radio DX Blue Book 


@ Up-dated Prefix, Country, Pacific Islands lists 

@ DXCC, QSL, QTH. UTC info each prefix, 10 Prefix Maps 

Instant Speak or Write, 10 page Russian QSO dialogue - 
U.S. PPD $9.45 

@ Foldable Desk Top 11 x 17 Antenna Headings Chart, 55 
Florida Cities choice. $4.50 Blue Book patrons 

W4UYZ 4920 Mayflower St. 
Cocoa, FL 32927, (407) 632-6809 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES 

MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. 

FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 

FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 
1994 Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 

(Send request and SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 

Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 

Andy Clark, W4IYT - P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


Come join the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association 
Lauderhill, Florida 


For more information call: 


Jerry, WB2BEC, Pres. - (305) 741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ, VP - (305) 748-1560 


NEED AN ANTENNA FARM SITE? 

Why not raise oranges & antennas in South Central Florida? 
Land specialist W4ZD will help you like he has helped other 
leading Florida operators! 

Contact BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD 


ae The Cavender Corp., Realtors 

1349 U.S. 27 North - Lake Placid, FL 33852 | 

1-800-741-4490 FAX: 813-465-9669 
Low prices in high Highlands Co.! 


ADVANTAGE COMMUNICATION 
INC. 


Specializing in VHF & SSB Marine Radio 
Marine Antenna Systems 

Lightning Protection 

Mobile & Base Installations 

Aviation Radio Services 

FCC General Radio Telephone Licensed 
Serving Dade Broward Palm Beaches 


Office (305) 961-2642 
Digital Pager 337-6951 


CORPORATION 
Reotors Since 1957 


Mark Lavallee 


Box 2790 RR#2 
Melrose, FL 32666 


K4GIT 

RADIO ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
We Specialize In Receiving and Special Purpose Tubes Ube i sat 
DON 904-475-1950 
Phone or Fax 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapto 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
Ati MAKES 


* Specialized Design EngineeringfConstruction 
* Also Marine Electronics 


~ DORTHY and DON GIES 
Owners 


8137 North Main Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 


Guy Mallard, W61YK 
(904) 764-0042 


Kal-Tech Electronics 


Tropical Electronics > 


Electronic Parts - IC's - Transistors 
Surface Mount Devices - Components 


@ "Maury" &) 


Phone (305) 522-5811 


200 S.W. 20th Street - Bay 2 
FAX (305) 522-5271 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 


CERTIFIED 
BUSINESS BUREAU, INC. 


MEMBER 
C.B.I. EQUIFAX 
T.R.W. 
B.B.B. 


INVESTIGATION 
AGENCY 


CoLLections ¢ Over Due Dests ¢ Bao CHECKS 
FINANCIAL ADJUSTERS © RENT COLLECTORS 
Skip TRACING 


Main OFFice: 

3446 S.W. 8 Street Sure # 208 
Mumi, Flora 33135 
TELEPHONE: (305) 642-8770 
Fax: (305) 642-8702 


WA4ZMN 
NELSON ENRIQUEZ, P.I. 


Business REPRESENTATIVE 
REGISTERED AGENT 
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1995 FLORIDA QSO PARTY 


February 11&12 | Sat. 1200Z-Sun. 1200Z (Sat. 8AM-Sun. 8AM EDT) 
ANNOUNCING THE 30™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE FLORIDA QSO PARTY, sponsored by the North 
Dade HF Society and Florida Skip. All amateurs worldwide are eligible and invited to participate. 


CONDITIONS OF ENTRY: Each participant agrees to be bound by the provisions of this 
announcement, the regulations of the applicable licensing authority, and the decision of the NDHF 
Contest Committee, which are final. 


VALID CONTACTS: All amateur bands may be used. ALL stations will use separate logs for phone 
and CW. Phone and CW are separate contests. A station may be worked once one each band and 
mode. Neither crossband nor crossmode contacts (phone to CW & vice-versa) will count for contest 
credit. Florida stations may work other Florida stations, but for contest points only. Out-of-state stations 
may not work each other for contest credit. Contacts made on repeaters do NOT count for credit. 


ENTRY CLASSES: Florida stations will be divided into two classes. Class "A" stations are those 
operating portable (under FD rules) or mobile on emergency power and running 200 watts or less (cw or 
PEP phone) inside Florida but outside of their home counties. Class "B" stations are all other single 
operator stations operating in Florida. 


EXCHANGE: Florida stations send signal report and county of operation. Out-of-state stations send 
signal report and U.S. state, Canadian Province, or country. 


SUGGESTED FREQUENCIES: cw - 3555, 7055, 14055, 21055, 28055 
phone- 3945, 7279, 14319, 21379, 28579, 50.2, 146.52 
SCORING: 
FLORIDA STATIONS:count ONE point per QSO with out-of-state or other Fla. stations. 
MULTIPLIER = SUM of states (49 max.), provinces (12 max.), DX countries (27 max) WORKED. 
(MAXimum multiplier is 88). | 
OUT-OF-STATE: count TWO points per QSO with each Florida station. rae | 
MULTIPLIER = Number of Fla. counties worked (67 max). : Ce 
. SCORE = QSO points X MULTIPLIER i 
[ Florida class "A" stations ONLY : multiply score by 1.5 (one & one-half) to obtain total ] 


AWARDS: Certificates, phone & cw, to the top single operator in each state, province, and DX country, 
and each Florida county. There will be FIVE PLAQUES awarded to: High Single Operator Fla. CW, 
High Single Out-of-State CW, High Single Operator FLA. Phone, and Florida CLUB With Biri 
Aggregate Score. 


DISQUALIFICATIONS: IMPROPER REPORTING, EXCESSIVE DUPES, ERRORS IN MULTIPLIER LISTS, 
UNREADABLE LOGS, OBVIOUS CHEATING, ETC. (at discretion of contest committee). Anyone 
disqualified in this year’s Fla. QSO Party will be barred from next year's contest. 


REPORTING: PHONE and CW entries must be SEPARATED. Along with legible logs in chronological 
order, a summary sheet is required with each entry. 200 QSO’s or more requires a DUPE SHEET. The 
SUMMARY SHEET must contain: claimed score, number of QSO’s, multiplier, station's call sign, entry 
class, and number of Florida counties, power source for class "A" entries; county, state: province; 
country, call signs of all operators if multi-op; name of club if part of a club aggregate score; name and 
address typed of printed in block letters: and signed declaration that all rules & reg.’s have been 
observed. 

CONTEST RESULTS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN FLORIDA SKIP (or send SASE). 
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: must be received by 10 March 1995 (Late DX accepted within reason) - 
MAIL ENTRIES TO: Florida QSO Party/NDHF Society, 851 NE 206 St., Miami, Fl 33179 
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a | ARMY MARS REPORT Lorraine S. Matthew (AAA9PR), PIO mars ww 


Florida 

Army MARS, in 
coordination with 
all of Army 
MARS, is participating in the activi- 
ties generated by Operation: Support 
Democracy. This operation, which 
sees 21,000 American soldiers serv- 
ing in Haiti, created the need for Army 
MARS to increase its morale and wel- 
fare functions while maintaining its 
skills and activities in its primary mis- 
sion of disaster and emergency sup- 
port. Indeed, both functions are 
complementary to each other — the 
skills of one enhance the skills of the 
other in equal measure in both direc- 
tions. 

Prior to the deployment of sol- 
diers to Haiti in support of Operation: 
Uphold democracy, Chief, Army 
MARS Robert Sutton determined that 
Army MARS would support these 
units fully. Fourteen (14) Army 
MARS call signs and licenses to op- 
erate as ground stations were assigned 
to units who would be stationed on the 
island itself. That number, as of this 
writing, has increased to sixteen 
ground stations including a full ser- 
vice station operated by the USAISC 
(United States Army Information Sys- 
tems Command. Several of these sta- 
tions have come on line and are send- 
ing message traffic as well as conduct- 
ing phone patch operations. To date, 
323 MARSgrams have come out of 
Haiti to families anxious to hear from 
- their soldier loved ones. 

Nineteen (19) call signs were 
assigned to Army vessels sailing south 
from Fort Eustis, VA in support of the 
operation in Haiti. These vessels are 
operated by the 7th Transportation 
Group. These 19 floating MARS sta- 
tions were the first to come on line 
making almost immediate contact 
with CONUS stations all over the 
country. The Army MARS volunteer 
members, who have phone patch as- 
signments, have created nets with 
these stations so that the CONUS sta- 
tion with the best propagation can 
handle the phone patch being called 
into the United States. At this writ- 
ing, it is reported that already 2300 
phone patches have been completed. 


The first soldiers landed in Haiti 
on 19 September 1994 and by 20 Sep- 
tember 1994, the entire Army MARS 
volunteer membership had been alerted 
to the call signs and frequencies in use at 
that time. Additional calls and frequen- 
cies have since been assigned to augment 
the Army MARS operation. The first of 
the phone patches was received during 
the 20-21 September 1994 time frame. 
This very short time frame between event 
and support shows that Army MARS has 
its can-do mode in high gear at all times. 

From monitoring the frequencies in 
use, this reporter has been very impressed 
with the spirit of the soldiers and their 
families. One couple was obviously com- 
posed of a career soldier and his wife. He 
had obviously been deployed outside the 
United States before, and she, equally 
obviously, knew the operational tech- 
niques of receiving a phone patch. 
Throughout this very smooth conversa- 
tion, it was made very evident that she 
was going to gather the younger wives 
together and teach them how to receive a 
phone patch and what to expect. In ad- 
dition, she planned on teaching them how 
to pack those all-important packages from 
home. He, in turn, would assure the 
“first-timers” their experience with the 
Army MARS phone patch systems. Not 
enough can be said about the internal 
support that soldiers and their families 
give to each other. Not enough can be 
said about the ability of Army MARS and 
the dedication of the Army MARS vol- 
unteer operators to make this support 
possible. 

MCI Corporation is providing free 
access for Army MARS phone patch op- 
erators to place calls toll free for the sol- 
diers anywhere in the country. 

MCI...Army MARS and the Army 


salute your compassion and generosity. 

The extension to Haiti of the two- 
way message traffic system for which 
Army MARS is so well known is being 
delayed until a viable receipt and deliv- 
ery system can be established. Army com- 
munications personnel and Army MARS 
operators need to study the on-shore situ- 
ation before they develop an effective re- 
lay and delivery system on the island of 
Haiti. As was the case with Somalia, the 
initial message flow will be outbound 
from Haiti only. Ultimately, messages can 
carry a two-way flow of greetings and 
information. 

It is hoped that by the time you read 
this column that the two-way flow will 
have been established. This possibility 
will be explored further with next month’s 
coverage of Operation: Holidays 1994. 

Army MARS continues to support 
our military personnel with dedication, 
skill, and efficiency. 

Army MARS 
proud... professional...ready. 


remains 


WIREBOOK 


The How-to and source manual 
written by ”The Wireman”, Press 
Jones, N8UG for Cable, Connec- 
tors, Coax, Wire and Baluns. 


lf you’re into Coax, 
antennas, ladderline & 
Baluns - W/REBOOK I 

IS MUST READING 


ONLY $2.00 
FROM W.W. SALES 


Send your name & address, with 
your payment for $2.00 PLUS $1.00 
shipping and handling (total $3.00) to 
the address below. We'll rush your 
56-page information packed _ illustrated 
WIREBOOK I! by return mail. 


WW SALES 
WIREMAN 

57 Echo Lake Dr., Dept F 

Fairview, NC 28730 
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The FORT MYERS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 


An Amateur Radio Show and Computer fest. 
Araba Shrine Temple Hall at 2010 Hanson St. Fort Myers, Fi. 33901, 


presents the Second annual "2" day 


"CITY OF PALMS" 


HAMFEST 


On January 7-8, 1994 


just east of US-41. 


"AIR-CONDITIONED", 8,000 Sq.Ft. of show floor. Good food and relax in our carpeted lounge. Stay 
in your Motorhome on the premises or at a local hotel at "Discount Prices". Visit our beautiful city. 


Main prize drawing Sunday, (presence not needed to win). Hourly prizes both days (must be there). 
New Dealers, Used Dealers, Computer Dealers, Exhibits, Forums, Contests, FCC EXAMS, Tailgating, 


and "Camaraderie galore". Total security, daily and overnight. 


DISPLAY TABLES: $15 EACH 


For information or tickets... 
OR MAIL CHECKS TO “FMARC" 


Come and join us for the weekend. 


TAILGATING SPACE: $5 EACH ADMISSION AT THE DOOR ee 


Advance tickets $5 each 


CONTACT: 


Dale Hardin, KD4UAO 
P.O. BOX 061183 FORT MYERS, FL. 33906 


(813) 275-8360 


Join us for a blowout weekend. Visit Edisons Home and Laboratory. Visit beautiful Sanihel Island. 


TALK-IN 147.345 mhz 


Incidentally..... 


The 1994 ARRL South Florida Sec- 
tion, 19th Annual Suncoast Amateur 
Radio & Computer Convention in Tamp 
is coming up November 19 & 20. 


The ARRL Membership Services 
Committee (MSC), in response to input 
from League members, has voiced their 
opposition to changing contest dates to 
avoid conflicts with conventions or 
hamfests. The MSC reached this decision 
during their July 14 meeting in 
Newington, Connecticut. 


The Okeechobee Hamfest will be 
held December 3, 1994 at the Okeechobee 
Agricultural Center Building 1.5 miles 
north of the intersection of U.S. Highway 
441 and S.R. 70. 


If you don’t want to go to 
Okeechobee, you can hit the Ocala 


hamfest at the Marion City Livestock © 


Pavillion on Jacksonville Rd. , Decem- 
ber 3. 
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Christmas is arriving much faster 
than expected. 


The FCC celebrated its "60th birth- 
day" the first week of October, with sev- 
eral events (the Communications Act of 
1934 established the FCC). The Commis- 
sion said it began with 233 employees and 


a $1.14 million budget; today it has grown 
to 1964 employees and a budget of $160.3 
million. 


Thanks to all the snowbirds and 
transients who have notified me of ad- 
dress changes in a timely manner. 


A trio of "Happy Hams" enjoy the festivities at the Melbourne hamfest in 
September. L to r, Paul Harrison, KI4MG; Bruce Buckey, KD4HQJ and Linc 
Grant, KI4NF. (Photo by Bob \f{cDow, W4KOG) 


at Sales rate of 10 cents per word. which includes 
dress, call sign, etc. Minimum charge for any 
AMBAR is $3.00. All commercial and non-subscrib- 
te is 15 cents per word. Minimum charge of $5.00 
fed eae No reruns. Each HAMBAR must 


t ac is contain the full ine Gaaeee call 
ind che Magia Pe if any. Make it rd 


TUBES GALORE! - Buy - Sell. SASE list “L”. Sockets & 
extenders too. Wanted - Phillips code book. TYPETRONICS, 


a Box 8873, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33310-8873. Fred Schmidt, 


W4TT. (305) 583-1340. 


ANTENNAE SALE - Cushcraft A3, three-element tribander, 
all stainless hardware, excellent condition - $150.00. 
Cushcraft tribander rotatable dipole, all stainless, excellent 
condition - $60.00, Cushcraft 14-element, 2-meter yagi, good 
condition, all stainless hardware - $50.00. 2-meter isopole 
and 20' Rohn telescoping mast. All prices firm, you pick up. 
Mark Lavallee, AC4UV. 3510 Harrison Street, #11. Holly- 


wood, FL 33021. (305) 961-2642. 

FOR SALE - Complete DRAKE Station, TR7, L7, MN2700, 
RV75, P75, Service Manuals. Operation manuals, Drake PS 
for all. May trade. WB4ARS, Conrad Kibler, 10102 Cliff 


Circle; Tampa FL 33612. (813) 933-2850. 


Quote: I was married by a judge. I should have asked for a 
jury. -George Burns.. 

FOR SALE - Moving to condo. | - Hy Gain 20 meter 
monobander, Model 204 BA-S, 4-element; | - Hy Gain 15 
meter monobander, Model 155 BA-S, 5-element; 1 - Hy Gain 
10 meter monobander, Model 105 BA-S, 5-element. All with 
manuals. All elements color coded for you convenience. Pack- 
age deal. ALL FOR -$300.00. KB2HN, Ray Karjalainen. 705 
So. “C” St., Lake Worth, FL 33460. (407) 588-3608. 


The “NOVA GC” Mobile antenna resonant 3.5-30 MHz, 
motor driven, center loaded coil (Don Johnson concept), ideal 
for condo and apartment dwellers, Emergency and field day 
use. BROWN ENGINEERING INC, Hollywood, FL 33021. 


(305) 989-4658. 


Old Hambar Irks KD4NAV 


Mike Rubin, KD4NAV of Miami called me on Septem- 
ber 27th to tell me of an experience he just had. Having re- 
ceived the October Issue, he spotted something in Hambars that 
interested him and immediately called. The gentleman informed 
him that he had sold the item way back in January. 

Wondering why he would still advertise something nearly 
nine months later, Mike discovered that he had received the 
October 1993 Issue of Florida Skip; little bit late, but delivered. 

I wonder if that issue was part of the cache of mail (over 
1 million pieces) discovered in Chicago recently. But don’t 
worry, rates are due to increase in February and that should 
clear up many problems. Hmpht. 


ROTORS - Repair Service for American made rotors. Re- 
conditioning, labor charge only $30.00. Parts extra. Conrad 


Kibler, 10102 Cliff Circle, Tampa FL 33612. (813) 933-2850. 


How many people are anxious to find out whether or not an 


air bag really works? 

FOR SALE - Heathkit Linear Amplifier (SB1000), used 3 
hours. Factory wired and tested - $675.00. N4ICP, ‘Vic Lopez, 
16610 SW 99 Ave., Miami FL 33157-3246. (305) 253-7005. 


FOR SALE - Cushcraft R7...brand new. Deed restriction pre- 
vents use. Paid $349.00 - SALE $300.00. Larry Hawes, 


KA4QZQ. (813) 493-8238. 


GoT A BEAD ON A HOLIDAY HAMBARE. 
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FLORIDA HAMFEST UPDATE OCTOBER, 1994 


LOCATION 


Eustis 
SR 44 & CR 452 
Talk-in on 147.255 


NOTES 


Complled by Bill Britton, 


Jan 28 


At Lake County Fairgrounds 


INFO: Jason, KE4AUS (904) 357-9357 


Lake Worth 


Talk-in on 146.670 

INFO: Bill, N4ZDD 

Nov 12 Hialeah 
(NOON to 5 P.M.) 

Talk-in on 146.805 


INFO: Greg, KC4IVF (305) 883-5812 
Expo Hall, FL State Fairgrounds 


Nov 19/20 Tampa 
wih US 301 & 14 


FREE! At Sunset Ridge Park, 
Ave A and 13th St North 


Arcadia 


(407) 439-8796 
FREE! At Hialeah Adult Center 
Palm Ave & 6 St 


Talk-in on 146.940 & 442.275 


INFO: Jean 


Dec 3 Okeechobee 


(813) 525-5178 
Agriculture Center Bldg 


on U.S, 441, 1.5 mi north of S.R. 70 


Talk-in on 147.195 
INFO: Al, AD4RZ 


Dec 3 Ocala 


(813) 467-0516 
Booster Stadium Parking Lot 


N 36th Ave, 1 mi N of SR 40 


Talk-in on 146.970 


-1995- 


compe 


Jan 7/8 ” Fort Myers 


City of Palms Hamfest 


Sebring 


INFO: Bill, KA9CQU (904) 964-6660 


Apr 


Fort Myers Shriner Mosque 
2010 Hanson St, 1 bl east of US 41 . 


Talk-in on 147.345 
INFO: Dale, KD4UAD 
Crystal River 
Talk-in on 146.955 
INFO: Bill, KO4ZA 


7790 61st St North 
Talk-in on 147.060 
INFO: Mike, KC4TEX 


Cuba Stifles 
Third Party Traffic 


with all Countries 


by Tony Urbizu, WB4TED 

Cuba has stifled Third Party Traf- 
fic with all the countries of the world. 
According to sources from the ham radio 
operators community in Cuba: the 
“Gazeta Oficial”, the equivalent of the US 
Federal Register, in its official formal rule 
making the agency published Article # 
104 specifing that Cuban hams can’t 
handle Third Party Traffic with the world. 
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Crystal River Armory 


(904) 382-5755 
Pinellas Park Benefit at Boys & Girls Club 


(813) 275-8360 


Sarasota 


Pensacola 


Orlando 
* 4300 W. Colonial Way 


Brooksville 


8/9 Gainesville 


KB4VOL 


Robards Sports Area & Fairgrounds 
3000 Fruitville Rd ; 
Talk-in on 146.910 & 146.730 
INFO: Gene, W1IDH (813) 355-0675 
Dade County Expo Center 
SW 112th Ave & Coral Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR_ (305) 642-4139 
Desoto Armory 
Talk-in on 147.075 
INFO: Doug, KN4YT = (813) 494-5070 
Bayfront Municiple Auditorium 
Talk-in on 146.760 & 444.925 
INFO; ?? 
Central Florida Fairgrounds 


Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Lou, AC4GB = (407) 898-0429 
FREE! At Langford Park 

Rt 707 in Jensen Beach 

Talk-in on 147.060 

INFO: Bob, KASEDL (407) 546-4353 

Hernando County Fairgrounds 

Talk-in on 146,715 

INFO: Clem, N4PIE (904) 799-3202 
National Guard Armory 

on U.S. 27, 6 mi N of Sebring 

Talk-in on 147.270 

INFO: Clyde, WI3X = (813) 453-7181 

Alachua County Fairgrounds 

SR 24 & SR 222 - At the airport 

Talk-in on 146.820 


Info: Bill, K4RDP (904) 454-3105 


RRKEKEREKREKEEEKEEERE EERE REE EEEREREREREREERERER KEKE RKREREEEEERREEEREEEERKEEE 


HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN EARLY! 


PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND WHO TO CAL) 


(813) 823-4251 


The new law took effect on October 12, 
1994. 

The new law specifies that there 
will be no more “Third Party Traffic” for 
any reason what so ever with the world; 
therefore, this law will restrict the efforts 
that ham operators have been doing in 
passing welfare messages in and out of 
Cuba. In addition to the extra control that 
the Cuban Government is exercising to 
it citizens, it has also added in the same 
article that reporting time for call letters 
ID is limited to every 5 minutes. Revers- 
ing the rule from the regular 10 minutes 
reporting time for ID. 


FOR INFO! 


Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL Army MARS Call: AAT4RV {9 
Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, FL jf 


33455 


ERKKKEKRAEKEKEKERERREREKEEREKREREE KE REKEEREEEEEEKEKEEKKEEEEEKEREEEEEEEEEEEEEREKKEE 
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In an ironical note, for internal traf- 
fic cuban hams can pass “Third Party 
Traffic” between themselves including up 
to phone patching. This shows one more 
time the dictatorial system that the Cu- 
ban government is exercising over it’s 
citizen. Likewise, ITT will start overseas 
operation with Cuba estimating an addi- 
tional 20,000 phone calls in and out of 
Cuba per month. Off course, all these 
phone calls will be paid in dollars bring- 
ing to Cuba an additional source of 
needed resources. As a result, trashing the 
hams for their civic duties, and accept- 
ing ITT as the commercial enterprise. 


VISITING ASHEVILLE, N.C.? 

Beautiful mountain views! 2 miles from 
Blue Ridge Parkway. Large furnished cabin 
w/fireplace. Available September 1st. Daily - 
Weekly - Weekends. Radio operators wel- 
come! Antenna available for all bands. 


Call (704) 665-0124. 


FLORIDA SKIP SUBMITTALS 


The address for advertising copy, articles, 
subcriptions, HAMBARS, classified ads, correspondence 
and press releases is listed below. 

You can also submit articles by modem up to 2400 
baud on our toll-free 800 line. Also use the 800 number fo 
story leads, news items and other news-related topics. If 
sending by modem, please make voice contact first. 


FLORIDA SKIP 
1280 Sarno Road 
Sulte 224 
Melbourne, FL 32935. 


Tele: 242-5993 (local) - 1-800-421-3279 


SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION 


Amateur/Commercial 
Radios - Antennas - Towers 
ALL MAKES 


14918 N. Florida Ave., Tampa, FL 33613 
(813) 960-8023, Orders (800) 886-8023, 


FAX (813) 985-5137 


Name 
Callsign fi 
Address 

City 

State 3 
Zipcode 


| Na ce ces ce se eo 


— 


‘FLORIDA SKIP SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
NEW __ RENEWAL__ CHANGE INFORMATION__ 


O 21YEAR- © 2YEARS- © 3 YEARS 


$10 ©~=— $18 


$25 


Se ceall pried teen es Seba ne ea 
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S G 2 0 0 0 An all frequency multi-mission HF 


transceiver for operation on all marine, aviation, commercial, 
broadcasting, Weatherfax,:military and ham frequencies. The 
SG-2000 features 150 watts output, 1.6 - 30 MHz continuous © 

- coverage in 100 Hz stéps through direct entry, selection of any of 
644 preprogrammed channels (including semi duplex cross band. 
operation) or via any of 100 user defined channels. Scanning  _ 
capability, an automatic alarm generator, and compatibility with * : 
RTTY, ARQ, FEC, PACKET, CW and FS-1045/MIL STD 188-141A 
ALE is available. The SG-2000 may be fully remote controlled via 
telephone lines, computer networks and data-over-voice systems. 
Up to 8 control heads including intercom function between 


control heads are available optionally. i 


S G i 2 3 0 The SG-230 Smartuner™ has proven to be the 


best selling fully automatic computer controlled antenna coupler 
in the world. Proven in thousands of installations on the high seas, 
in rugged land mobile, Arctic and desert service and in aviation 
applications including helicopters, the SG-230 matches any radio 
to any antenna 23 ft or longer. The microprocessor has 500 non- 
volatile frequency memories allowing retuning in as little as 10 mS. 


Available standard as a 12 VDC unit, 24 VDC power is optional. 


wm, 


DOLPHIN ELECTRONICS 
326 S. BEACH ST. SG-230 WITH TUNER - $1875.00 


DAYTONA BEACH, FL 32114 ¢ yesya +, TUNER ONLY $549.00 3 
Phone (904) 947- 2004 


BULK RATE 
1280 Sarno Road U.S. POSTAGE 
Suite 224 PAID 


Melbourne, FL 32935 ADDRESS 
: N'MAIL 


